The article presents the methodology of evaluation of the competitive potential of the regions, including the three main stages of research, which has been tested during the analysis of competitiveness of Russian regions. During each stage it is calculated the main indexes, and the Integral Index of regional competitiveness, which provide the opportunity to present a complex view of competitive advantages of the regions of the country. As the result of this research it was presented the whole calculation of the development of Russian regions on the basis of competitive ability (2010, 2012 years). Based on the calculations it was identified the main problems of Russian regional industrial development -the obsolescence of the capital assets, insufficient level of investments, the low level of innovation activity of enterprises, etc. The obvious way for solving these problems is the governmental planning system of industrial development (industrial policy). During this research it became obvious that presented methodology allows making a comprehensive analysis of the competitiveness of the regions of the country.
Introduction
Nowadays, in conditions of globalization and integration of world economy, the role of governmental policy in the development process of the competitive advantages in the global arena increased.
The problem of improving the competitiveness of the economy, including a reflection of this fact in the global rankings, is on the agenda not only in Russian Federation, but also in the other countries worldwide.
The competitiveness of any region should be examined not only in terms of competition between regions, but also in terms of their cooperation. The presence of a new technology, new products, or a new idea in one region is a testament to its competitiveness. At the same time, the great importance is the ability of a region to construct the relationships with other regions of the country and at the international level.
The factors, which ensuring the regional growth of competitiveness, were considered by modern scholars and experts from three points of views: the cluster approach, the creation of innovation system and the progressive development of entrepreneurship.
In accordance with the cluster concept the competitiveness of one region depends on the presence of a cluster of related industries in this region. Definitely, it is a cluster which creates the critical mass which is necessary for competitive success in certain industries. Therefore, one of the tasks in the system of increasing the competitiveness of the regional potential is the estimation of the possibilities of cluster process (Porter & Ketels, 2009 ).
The second point of view based on the binding of the regional competitiveness with the presence of the innovation system in the region. The accumulation of knowledge and the creation of institutions, conducive the innovation, increases the vitality of the regions. The third group of factors related to the conditions and rates of development of the entrepreneurship in the country.
All of the above mentioned factors affect the competitiveness of the country. The impact of these factors is a contentious issue of a great number of debates. However, there is even more controversial issue -possible ways of assessing the competitiveness of the country. Table 1 . Summary of indicators for evaluation of the regional competitiveness (Gelvanovsky, 1999; Chainikova, 2008; Greenberg, 2008) The methodological basis of the study are also traditional methods specific to the researching objects of the world economy, such as method of multidimensional comparative analysis, based on the specific empirical data for examining the common features of the economic development of the regions; systematic method, which shows the rate of development of the regions as a certain evolving system, highlighting its basic elements.
Methods
During the development of reseaching issues were used a combination of mathematical and statistical methods for researching the economic relationships, such as a method of standardization, which uses for comparing two or more heterogeneous totality on some basis, in this case it is constructed the matrix of standardized coefficients; another method -rating of analysis indexes carried out for the construction of the researching groups; and a method for constructing the integral index, by which it can be examined the degree of distributed competitiveness of the regions (leaders regions, outsiders regions).
During our research, we propose to evaluate the competitive potential of economic development of the country based on the methods consists of three main stages. Firstly, we define the indicators required to calculate a number of Indexes (R1 -R5): Index of current competitiveness of a region (R1); Index of industrial competitiveness of a region (R2); Index of infrastructure development and communications (R3); Index of innovative regional development (R4); Index of foreign economic activities (R5). We formed a matrix of initial data for all five indexes (Table 1) .
During the calculation of Index of industrial competitiveness of a region (R2) we selected the data from three types of economic activities (Russian National Classifier of Economic Activities (RNCEA): Section CExtraction of minerals; Section D -Manufacturing industries; Section E -Production and distribution of electricity, gas and water resources, which are the most vividly expressed of regional competitive power.
The coefficient of localization of industries in the region (К l ) was calculated separately, in additional calculations.
The coefficient of localization of industries in the region (К l ) consists of a ratio of the share of some industry in the structure of production to the inheritance weight proportion of the same industry in the country. It is calculated on the basis of gross market production, the main industrial funds and the number of industrial production personnel (Formula 1). К 100 100
where, O r -the industry of the region; O c -the industry of the country; P r -the whole amount of industrial production of the region; P c -the whole amount of production of the country.
The coefficient of industrial production per capita of the region (К d ) calculated as a correlation of specific gravity of the regional production in the volume of national production and the population of the region in the population of the country (Formula 2).
where, O r -the industry of the region; O c -the industry of the country; H r -the population of the region; H cthe population of the country.
During the second stage of this research we calculated above mentioned Indexes (R1-R5) by the method of multidimensional comparative analysis. These indexes represent the combined rating of the region. It is calculated on the basis of the indicators actually achieved by the regions of the country, using the method of multidimensional comparative analysis. In addition, for each indicator it is determined the best value (maximum or minimum), which is taken as one. Further, the indicators for each region compared with the value of the best indicator. Then, all elements of the graph are divided by the maximum element of the model region.
The specific choice of unifying transformation depends on the type of analyzing indicators:
1) If the basis indicator х is associated with the analyzing integral attribute of monotonically increasing dependence (i.e. the greater is the value of x, the better is the economical development of the region), the value of the standardized variable Y was calculated by the following formula (Formula 3):
where, X min -the lowest (the worst) value of basis indicator; X max -the highest (the best) value of basis indicator.
2) If the basis indicator х is associated with the analyzing integral attribute of monotonically decreasing dependence (i.e. the greater is the value of x, the worse is the economical development of the region), the value of the standardized variable Y was calculated by the following formula (Formula 4): www.ccsenet.org/ass Asian Social Science Vol. 11, No. 14; 2015
The rating index (R) is calculated by the following formula of weighted arithmetic mean (Formula 5):
The theoretical basis of this research was approved by the practical calculations of Russian economic development.
According to this research, we have five ratings of Indexes (R1-R5) for the regions of Russian Federation in 2010 and 2012 years (Table 2) .
During the third stage of this research we calculated Integral Index and grouped the regions depending on competitiveness.
We cannot use here the grouping method, because it based on only one grouping feature which ignores other important features. We took the values in a scale from 0 to 1, and calculated the Integral Index. It is obvious how the entities distributed according the level of competitiveness (leaders regions, outsiders regions), and it also possible to use the cartographic modeling.
The Integral Index was calculated using the following formula (Formula 6):
where, W -weight of indicator R (in our research it is 5); Х -criteria for private entities, measured in standardized scale from 0 to 1.
Based on the calculated data we grouped the regions with rating scores. On the basis of the distribution of ratings it is possible to make conclusions about the degree of competitiveness of the country and its regions.
By calculating the Integral Index (2010 and 2012 years) using the grouping method we define the groups of competitive regions. For this we construct the interval variation series and determine the number of groups.
When constructing the interval variation series we should select the optimal number of groups (intervals) and set the length of the interval. The number of groups is chosen for reflecting the diversity of characteristic values in the research.
The number of groups can be calculated using the following formula (Formula 7):
The length of the interval can be identified by formula (Formula 8): (8) where, k -the number of groups; N-the aggregate number of complex (the number of regions).
In our research: N = 80 (because we have 80 researching regions); k = 7; h 0,6892 0,0990 / 7 0,084
Results
In this research we evaluated the existing competitive potential of the national economy of Russian Federation. The evaluation of the competitiveness of the Russian regions was based on the method which was described above. It consists of three main stages of evaluation. The main indicators and Indexes (R1-R5) of the competitiveness of the Russian regions were calculated on the basis of Formulas 1 -8. During our analysis we
The number of groups is 7. The scale of variation is 0,084.
Thus, after calculations we have 7 groups of regions, which formed in terms of indicators of regional competitiveness: During this research we identified the groups of development of Russian regions. The distribution of the regions submitted below (Table 3) . Such factors, as the high export revenues and the growth of credit availability have successfully transformed into the growth in domestic demand. The average annual growth of investment in the period of 2001-2008 was amounted to more than 12%, which promote to make a modernization of the domestic production. The most rapidly growing production was recorded in the industries of non-tradable sectors (construction, trade, services).
Thus, in the period of 2001-2008 in Russia it was made the impressive progress in almost all areas of social and economic development. At the same time, it was managed to construct a whole functional system of institutions of market economy, including tax and budget legislation, regulation of property (including the intellectual property), corporate, land and labor relations. The period of 2009-2010 can be characterized as a refusal process of acceptance of the pre-crisis fiscal measures and the formation of the federal budget deficit (6% of GDP in 2009 and 4% of GDP in 2010) due to the decrease of budget revenues, and the overall increase in costs associated with the implementation of anti-crisis plan. The budget deficit was based on the usage of public savings. During this period, it was spent more than half of all oil and gas funds, it is about 8.3% of GDP.
By the end of 2011, almost all of the macroeconomic indicators have reached or exceeded the maximum pre-crisis value.
The recovery of high oil prices led to a depletion of the deficit of the federal budget and resume strengthening of the exchange rate of ruble. The credit activity growths and the main causes are refinancing operations of Central Bank. The money supply continued its growth. The private external debt began to grow with improve of the access to the international capital markets. At the same time the ability of external borrowings has been limited by the main companies of petroleum industry.
During the period of 2009 -2011 we observed the structural changes in Russian Economy. From the side of demand the share of household consumption increased while it was the reducing of the share of gross fixed capital formation. In the production sphere, the share of services (with domination of government administration, health, education) has increased by reducing the weight of manufacturing industries, as well as trade.
In 2012 Russian economy has moved to a new phase of growth, which has a number of features, such as a slowdown of both investment and consumer demand with the weakness of the external demand.
The one of the key factors in post-crisis growth in 2010 -2011 was the recovery of the demand for production and commodity stocks. In 2012 it was completely exhausted. At the same time the period of 2012 year was characterized by negative trends in the global economy and unfavorable weather conditions which led to the loss of the part of the harvest and the increasing in food prices. The dynamics of the most economic indicators began to slowdown in the second half of 2012. The growth of industrial production, investment, construction and retail trade slowed significantly, which led to a slowdown in overall economic dynamics to 3.4% from 4.3% in 2011.
One of the new factors of growth in 2012, which provided a relatively strong growth in consumer spending, was the reducing of the acceleration rate of household savings and wages growth, especially in the public sector. The real wage growth accelerated from 2.8% in 2011 to 8.4% in 2012, mainly due to a significant increase of the wages in military sphere and the employees in education and health sectors. The savings rate has decreased from the average amount of 12% in 2011 to less than 9% in the second half of 2012. It was largely due to a significant acceleration in crediting to households, the increase of which was in general 39.4% for the year 2012.
At the same time in 2012 it was the recovery of tightening of monetary policy. In September, the Bank of Russia raised the refinancing rate and interest rates on its operations by 0.25 percentage points, and the rate of M2 growth declined from 22.3% in 2011 to 11.9% in 2012. It predetermined the rapid slowdown in crediting of the non-financial institutions about 12.7%. The increase of the loans cost started to influence on the dynamics of investment in the second half of last year.
Another new factor of 2012 year was a sharp slowdown of the import and the stronger orientation of the domestic demand for national products. The import growth slowed to 3.6% versus 29-30% in 2010-2011, despite of the decreasing of the part of import tariffs. This reduction of the import was connected not only with slowdown of the domestic demand from 9.1% in 2011 to 4.9% in 2012, but with a significant change in the structure of demand.
Thus, 2012 was generally characterized by the transition to a new, lower economic growth trajectory while maintaining high export revenues and stimulating fiscal policy -factors that can be exhausted in the near future.
Discussion
The problems of evaluation of the competitive potential of the country are debatable. A lot of Russian and foreign economic researchers argue about the different techniques, elaborated for making a number of research for estimation the competitive advantages of the economic development.
The research of methodological tools assessing the competitiveness of regions shows that the currently elaborating methodology for assessing the competitiveness of regions is still under development.
It is remarkable that the concept of "competitive potential of the region" is complicated. It has a complex structure and controversial interpretation of its substance, and approaches of its estimation. There is no consensus in the interpretation of this concept in the scientific literature. There are various controversial approaches of its definition and evaluation.
Thus, some researchers (Chernaya, 2009; Komarova, 2007; Andreev, 2011) identify the existence of three points of view about this issue. The first one examined the competitive potential of the region on the basis of the factors' approach, the second one -on the basis of the expert method, and the third one -this concept is interpreted as identical socio-economic (economic) potential issue. This potential is formed at the expense of specific potentials of common economic agents on the basis of the synergistic effect and it considered as the most representative point of view. Furthermore, every approach has its own advantages and limitations.
Based on the approach of integration and sustainable development of any region, some researchers (Neimushin, 2009) propose the following interpretation of the concept of competitive potential which include seven particular types of potential: natural resources, human, investment, production, export, innovation and organizational potentials. This structure is determined by logic of the competitive development of the region, which based on the development of competitive potential as a combination of competitive resources and advantages. In this case, natural resources, human and investment potentials are characterized by some advantages, created on the basis of availability of the resources and usage of the basic factors of production. Production, export and innovation potentials are determined by the operating from resource-based benefits which ensure the technological advance of the region from the competitors. Organizational capacity determined by strategic competitive advantage as a result of the usage of company's resources.
Scientists, who investigate the strategic competitiveness of the country, have not completed a list of factors that influence the level of regional strategic competitiveness. In our opinion, evaluation of strategic competitiveness of the region is always associated with the prediction of its parameters. It confirms that the competitiveness of the region is a complex integrated category which determine by a great number of factors.
The competitive potential of the region identified as a possibility of the subject of territorial development at the expense of the available set of particular competitive advantage to attract and retain potential "consumers" of the territory. Competitive potential of the region in economic policy is the basis of competitive advantage. The comparison with its competitive advantages in other regions provides us facts for future developing of the competitive advantages.
From the other side, the competitive advantages of the region dependent on the quality of its human resources and the amount of investment in human capital. For improving the competitiveness of the regional society, firstly, it is necessary to improve the level and quality of life in the region, to raise a level of motivation for self-realization in the career of this region. Human development can be considered as a factor for developing the competitive advantages and the competitive potential of regional society.
Nowadays, it is a great number of the model and methodology which evaluate the regional competitiveness and competitive potential.
Russian economist R. A. Fathudinov (2005) elaborated the approach to the separation of the competitiveness of the region -the factual and the strategic competitiveness. However, he believes that the set of strategic competitiveness indicators should be separate from the overall set of the actual indicators of competitiveness, because its purpose is to form long-term competitiveness.
He determined a number of indicators of strategic competitiveness: effectiveness of government institutions; investment attractiveness; innovative activity and reproduction; quality of the competitive environment and competition; competitiveness of education and healthcare.
Based on the analysis of existing models of evaluation of the national and regional competitiveness, we identified the most important of these models.
Model of the International Institute of Management Development (IMD) (International Institute of Management Development. Access on: http://www.imd.org). This model based on the factors of competitiveness (four main factors): economic development, effectiveness of public administration, effectiveness of entrepreneurship, infrastructure). It includes more than 300 indicators, and the majority of it is the evaluations of the experts. In this model we can find the effort to evaluate the effectiveness of government and entrepreneurship. There are a number of disadvantages of this model, such as a great number of subjective assessments and evaluations, which cannot provide a clear understanding of the concrete situation in the region.
Model of Investment consulting company AV (AV Regions Competition Index) (Investment consulting company AV. Access on: http://www.av-group.ru). This model based on the factors of competitiveness (eight main factors): institutional, real, financial, human, natural, informational, technological capital and market. The evaluation based on 100 indicators and questionnaires. We identify a number of original approaches to the evaluation of the institutional and communications potentials. However, there are some disadvantages of this model -a huge number of indicators and factors which reduces the impact of strategically important one.
Model of the Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness Harvard Business School (Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness Harvard Business School. Access on: http://www.isc.hbs.edu). There are some factors of competitiveness (three main factors): institutional environment, market structure and economic policy. The evaluation of this model based on the statistical indicators and surveys of executives. We highlight that this model includes the evaluation of the factors of market structure and economic policy, which is not obvious for many other foreign models. However, the disadvantage of this model is the ignorance of social factors of the regions.
Thus, during the analysis of existing models and methodologies of evaluation of the national and regional competitive potential, we have identified a wide range of contradictory opinions of selected indicators for the comprehensive analysis of the competitiveness.
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Conclusion
During this research it was developed the methodology, allowing to evaluate the competitiveness of the country's regions, including the analysis of many components of competitiveness (the current competitiveness of the region, the competitiveness of the industry in the region, the development of infrastructure and communications, the innovative development of the region, the development of foreign economic activity in the region of the country). Consequently, after calculations we received a vividly expressed view of regional development in the context of competitiveness.
During the calculations it was identified that the majority of Russian regions were grouped into the category of depressed and undeveloped regions. Therefore, we can speak about the negative development of Russian economy, the almost fully shortage of development in the manufacturing industries, the absence of one strategy for planning of the national industrial policy.
Nowadays, when the share of the direct influence of the state is getting smaller, the necessity of its extent becomes evident. It is completely clear in the situation of elimination of the negative impacts of external effects. It includes the redistribution of income in the state budget, and the administrative prohibition of the usage of hazard technologies, etc. The adjustment of the state of the market mechanism can eliminate the negative effects of market forces.
The reserves of increasing the efficiency of the industry on the basis of the usage of extensive factors were exhausted. It is vitally necessary to provide the reorientation of industry on the intensive, which include the necessity of solving the complex of interrelated issues in the legislative, regulatory, financial, economic, educational, and other spheres. The problems which specific to the Russian industries in the late 1990s and the 2000s remain unsolved: the obsolescence of the capital assets, insufficient level of attraction of investments, the low level of innovation activity of enterprises, and other problems.
